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About  Monster Goose Nursery Rhymes
Enter an enchanted land of mythical creatures where manticores reign and ogres roar—a land of 
mystery and fright. A unique twist on traditional rhymes of everyone’s youth, Monster Goose Nursery 
Rhymes presents a more sinister approach to these childhood classics, and yet the sing-song nature of 
the poems renders them playful and jovial at the same time. Little Witch Muffet is not frightened by a 
silly, little spider; she adds him to her stew!

Rotten zombies, giants, dwarves, and goblins mingle with werewolves, centaurs, and fauns. Follow 
along the skeleton stepping stones, scale up a palisade, claw at the window of a tasty child and bake 
him into a pumpkin shell. Monsters cook up delicious elvish pie, too! Every kid who has an eensy 
weensy bit of sense wants a pet with feathers white as snow, who flies like an eagle and bleats like a 
goat—a hippogriff, of course!

About the Author
Henry Herz earned a bachelor of science degree in industrial engineering
from Cornell University, master of science in operations research from 
George Washington University, and master of arts in political science 
from Georgetown University, none of which help him write children’s 
books. His love for fantasy began when he read Where the Wild Things 
Are (repeatedly) as a child (and as an adult) and was sealed by The Lord 
of the Rings and Dungeons & Dragons. He enjoys moderating science 
fiction/fantasy literature panels at conventions, and writing children’s 
books with his sons, Josh and Harrison. 

About the Illustrator
Abigail Larson’s whimsical illustrations have been shown throughout the United States, from New 
York to Los Angeles, as well as internationally in Paris and London. Larson creates digital art for 
children’s books and commissioned projects. Some of her interests include Halloween, witchcraft, 
children’s literature, skeletons, and monsters.

Praise
“This distinctive collection deserves to be enjoyed year round.”
— Publishers Weekly

“The infectious rhythm of the text complete with its delicious word choice makes this an engaging 
read-aloud title for sharing one-on-one or with an audience.”
— School Library Journal

“For all of us who grew up loving Dungeons & Dragons and Tolkien, Monster Goose Nursery Rhymes 
is an excellent way to introduce our little ones to the world of fantasy!”
— Drew Daywalt, author of the New York Times bestseller The Day the Crayons Quit

“Monstrously clever—I’d rather Mary had a hippogriff than a ‘little lamb’ any day!”
— Molly Idle, Caldecott Honor winning illustrator of Flora and the Flamingo and more
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Pre-Reading Discussion

What is mythology? Ideas or stories believed by a group or culture, but that are not true
What are fairy tales? Stories for kids featuring fantastical creatures or magic
What are nursery rhymes? Short rhymes for young children, often nonsensical

What are the original nursery rhymes upon which Monster Goose is based?

Little Jack Horner sat in the corner,
Eating a Christmas pie;
He put in his thumb, and pulled out a plum,
And said, oh! what a good boy am I.

Little Miss Muffet,
Sat on a tuffet,
Eating some curds and whey;
There came a great spider,
And sat down beside her,
And frightened Miss Muffet away.

Mary, Mary, quite contrary,
How does your garden grow?
With silver bells, and cockle shells,
And cowslips all of a row.

Baa, baa, black sheep,
Have you any wool?
Yes, sir, yes, sir,
Three bags full;
One for the master,
And one for the dame,
And one for the little boy
Who lives down the lane.

Hey diddle diddle,
The Cat and the fiddle,
The Cow jumped over the moon,
The little Dog laughed to see such sport,
And the Dish ran away with the Spoon.

The Incy Wincy Spider climbed up the water spout.
Down came the rain, and washed poor incy out.
Out came the sun, and dried up all the rain
And then Incy Wincy Spider climbed up the spout again.

Wee Willie Winkie runs through the town,
Up stairs and down stairs in his night-gown,
Tapping at the window, crying at the lock,
Are the children in their bed, for it's past ten o'clock?

Eeny, meeny, miny, moe,
Catch a tiger by the toe.
If he hollers, let him go,
Eeny, meeny, miny, moe.

Mary had a little lamb,
whose fleece was white as snow.
And everywhere that Mary went,
the lamb was sure to go.
It followed her to school one day
which was against the rule.
It made the children laugh and play,
to see a lamb at school.

Peter, Peter pumpkin eater,
Had a wife but couldn't keep her;
He put her in a pumpkin shell
And there he kept her very well.

Ride a cock-horse to Banbury Cross,
To see a fine lady upon a white horse;
Rings on her fingers and bells on her toes,
And she shall have music wherever she goes.

Pussy cat, pussy cat, where have you been?
I've been down to London to visit the Queen.
Pussy cat, pussy cat, what did you do there?
I frightened a little mouse, under her chair.

Sing a song of sixpence,
A pocket full of rye.
Four and twenty blackbirds,
Baked in a pie.
When the pie was opened,
The birds began to sing;
Wasn't that a dainty dish,
To set before the king?

This little piggy went to market,
This little piggy stayed home,
This little piggy had roast beef,
This little piggy had none,
And this little piggy cried wee wee wee all the way home.
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Read Monster Goose Nursery Rhymes
Teach young readers to:

• sing the original nursery rhymes
• identify the creatures shown

Post-Reading Discussion
• Which nursery rhyme is your favorite, and why?
• Which creature is your favorite, and why?
• Which creature is the scariest, and why?
• Why do you think people made up stories with creatures that aren't real?
• Which creatures in this book come from Greek mythology? (answer at back of Study Guide)
• Can you think of other books with creatures? Hint: Where the Wild Things Are

Post-Reading Activities
a) Print copies of this page and cut out the six creatures. Rank them from smallest to largest (answer at 
back of Study Guide).

Ogre Imp Centaur

Faun Minotaur Dwarf
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b) Print copies of this sheet. Draw lines to connect each creature with its name.

Ettin

Hydra

Imp

Werewolf

Witch
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c) Print copies of this sheet. Draw lines to connect each creature with its mythology.

Greek

Norse

Persian

Scottish

West African/Haitian
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Post-Reading Activities

c) These creatures come from mythology all over the world. Find the countries on a map or globe.
d) Get a blank sheet of paper and draw a mythological creature of your own!
e) If you could have a fantasy creature as a pet, what abilities or features would it have? For example, 
can it fly, does it have sharp teeth, horns, or a scorpion tail?

Activity Answers

Q: Which creatures come from Greek mythology?
A: centaur, faun, harpy, hydra, minotaur, and werewolf

Q: Rank the creatures from smallest to largest
A: imp, faun, dwarf, centaur, ogre, minotaur

Q: Draw lines to connect each creature with its mythology.
A: Hippogriff → Greek, Brownie → Scottish, Zombie → West African/Haitian, Manticore → Persia, 
Troll → Norse
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